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Protecting Our Shoreline
It is of critical importance that we protect costal communities like Morris Cove in 
New Haven’s east shore from severe weather events. Homes along the Townsend 
Avenue seawall took a beating during Tropical Storm Irene. I fought for and helped 
pass a bill that helps property owners rebuild, construct, or remove structures or 
take other measures to bounce back from destructive weather events along our 
shoreline and on the banks of our numerous rivers and streams.

Keeping Citizens Informed
Too often, families arrive at the beach or the lake only to find a sign warning of unclean 
water. With that in mind, we passed a law to require the Department of Energy and 
Environmental Protection to clearly post on its website a notice alerting people to 
contaminated beaches, rivers and lakes. That way, before packing up the car and hitting 
the road, you will be able to achieve a little peace of mind with just the click of a mouse.

Above: At a press conference before the racial profiling bill was voted on in the Senate. L-R: Senate 
President Donald Williams, Senator Eric Coleman, myself, Representative Gary Holder-Winfield, 
Senator Gary LeBeau and Father James Manship of Saint Rose of Lima Church in New Haven.

Ending Racial Profiling
Racial profiling violates our principles and ideals. In Connecticut, it is also illegal. 
Sadly, recent studies have found that minority-group drivers are more likely to receive 
a ticket or citation than white drivers. Although existing law requires documentation 
of all traffic stops to detect patterns of racial profiling by police, only 27 of 92 
Connecticut police departments are currently in compliance. That is not acceptable. 
This year, we strengthened penalties and ordered training for all police officers.

Urban Reclamation Underway
State funding for brownfield remediation at 34 Lloyd Street in New Haven will help 
restore that parcel to productivity. Contaminated and often long-abandoned properties 
can be reclaimed and put back onto local tax rolls; support through Connecticut’s 
Municipal Brownfields Grants program helps recapture valuable urban sites like this one.

Protecting  
Religious Freedom
This session I joined with the Anti-Defamation League to 
pass legislation aimed at protecting the rights of Connecticut 
residents to hang mezuzahs on the door frames of their 
condominiums. Our proposal made the law explicitly clear. 
Mezuzahs must be allowed by condominium associations. No 
one should have to endure the hurt and indignity that some 
Connecticut condominium residents have had to experience.

Above: Fitz Walker, president and CEO of Bartron Medical Imaging, offers a tour to Senator Toni Harp 
and me of his New Haven research and development facility. Bartron is making good use of state-

sponsored economic development programs to expand its business and its workforce in New Haven.

Real Local Results From Jobs Legislation
As a result of the Jobs Bill that I helped pass last October (and helped expand in June), 
New Haven and Hamden will see significant new investment and hundreds of new jobs.

Alexion Pharmaceuticals is moving to New Haven with the help of a “First Five” state 
grant that will bring 350 jobs to the city and create 300 more jobs by 2017. Globele 
Energy of New Haven is doubling its work force with state assistance; the Mutual 
Housing Association of South Central Connecticut is hiring new employees; and Bartron 
Medical Imaging of New Haven is hiring and training new workers under the state’s 
STEP-Up program which I proposed for inclusion in last October’s Jobs Bill.



This session I helped pass a comprehensive plan that caps the gross 
receipts tax on gasoline by applying it to only the first $3 a gallon when 
gas is sold on the wholesale market. The plan also strengthens protections 
against price gouging, cracks down on oil profiteering, and requires that 
savings from the cap be passed along to consumers.

We can’t affect the price of oil on the international exchange—but we 
can give our Dept. of Consumer Protection and Attorney General tools 
to ensure large oil wholesalers don’t take advantage of rising prices to 
unfairly gouge consumers.

Relief at the Pump

Resources
In addition to our work this session, last October we passed a historic, bipartisan Jobs 
Bill to help small businesses and workers by improving access to capital, job training 
and education. Below is a list of programs and contact information that could benefit 
you or someone you know in New Haven and Hamden.

 ➤ Job Expansion Tax Credits for small businesses:  www.decd.org

 ➤ Small Business Express Package to get funding for your small business:  
www.decd.org, or contact Michelle Lugo at 860-270-8052 or michelle.lugo@ct.gov

 ➤ STEP-Up (Subsidized Training & Employment Programs) provides worker training 
subsidies for small businesses and small manufacturers: contact Rina Bakalar at the 
Office for Workforce Competitiveness, 860-263-6523 or rina.bakalar@ct.gov

 ➤ Connecticut Reemployment Portal if you have recently lost a job and are looking for 
work: www1.ctdol.state.ct.us/CTReP

 ➤ Job & Career ConneCTion for details on job and training programs:  
www.ctjobandcareer.org

To learn more, visit: www.senatedems.ct.gov/GrowJobs

How do we improve on one of the most successful 
Connecticut job-creation and economic assistance  
plans ever devised?

We make it available to even more businesses and 
employees.

This year the General Assembly expanded the Jobs Bill that we 
originally approved last October. That means:

 ➤ Extending incentives to thousands of additional small and medium 
size businesses which will lead to more state manufacturers 
hiring, buying, training and expanding;

 ➤ Additional job-training support for post-9/11 combat veterans 
through the expansion of our new state STEP-Up Program of 
subsidies for hiring new employees;

 ➤ A “Connecticut Made” marketing campaign that advertises and 
markets locally made products;

 ➤ And a stronger “First Five” business incentive program that gives 
preference to companies that move jobs from overseas back to 
Connecticut.

Education Reforms
Every child deserves a first-class education. That’s why we worked with teachers, 
education advocates and Governor Malloy to pass a historic education reform plan. 
It provides interventions and innovative new strategies for high-need schools and 
support for children and families. It invests in communities and ensures high-quality 
teaching in the classroom. The new law provides:

 ➤ Funding for 1,000 new early childhood slots

 ➤ 20 new or expanded school-based health centers

 ➤ Kindergarten through third-grade reading programs

 ➤ Innovative approaches to teaching English Language Learners

 ➤ Increased funding for new and existing Family Resource Centers

 ➤ A fair and validated evaluation system that will help teachers improve

 ➤ Additional funding to school districts across the stateA
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Last year we saw some of the worst of what 
Mother Nature has to offer. In response to the two 
devastating storms that struck Connecticut in the 
summer and fall, I helped pass reforms that will 
better prepare us for future storms and minimize 
utility outages. The inadequate response from 
Connecticut’s utility companies was a wake-up call; 
now we’ve instituted minimum staffing requirements, 
tree-trimming standards and better coordination 
between municipal, regional and utility officials.

At the Capitol talking to young reporters for the Celentano Sentinel, 
the newspaper of New Haven’s Celentano Museum Academy.

Along with U.S. Senator Richard 
Blumenthal, I was proud to participate 
in the Mary Wade Home’s 4th annual 
parade to celebrate Fair Haven.

Speaking on the shop floor 
of AdChem Manufacturing 
Technologies to announce 
our jobs plan for the 2012 
legislative session.

strengthening storm Response


